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Features 

Have you ever heard of an animal that 
leads a double life? Turn to page 5 for 
more about amphibians . 

.-----�--------------------------� . .. ��,�8� 
Long-legged lizards are racing on water! -<' 
Turn to page 9 to discover more about the � 
lizards that can stand on their own two feet. iJ 

Is it a joke? What mammal has the bill 

of a duck and the body of an otter? Find out 
more in Trick or Truth? on page 16. 

Just how far can a person dive underwater? 
Discover how technology helps deep-sea 
divers in How Low Can You Go? on page 21. 



Living in Two Worlds 
Many of the world's most interesting 

creatures live in two worlds-

in water and on land. 

Many of these creatures are 

amphibians. Some are reptiles. 
Others are mammals that spend 

time in the water looking for 

food. Some birds and insects 

also spend their lives both 

in water and on land. 

Dragonfl ies 

lay thei r 

eggs i n  

water. 



The word 

amphibian 

comes from 

the G reek word 

amphibios, mea n i n g  

"a  bei n g  with a dou ble l ife". 

The young are 

cal led nymphs. 
They can take several  

weeks to hatch . 

After a wh i le 

the nym phs 

c l imb  out 
of the water. 

They break out 

of their  old 

ski n .  Now they 

are d ragonfl ies. 

The new 

d ragonfl ies 

d ry their  wings 

in  the su n .  



Frogs and Toads 

Frogs and toads are amphibians. 

Amphibians cannot live far from 

a watery environment. Like most 

amphibians, frogs and toads lay their 

eggs in water. Tadpoles hatch from the 

eggs. Each larva looks like a little fish 

with a long tail. It takes in oxygen 

through its gills. Later it develops lungs 

and breathes air. The tadpoles grow and 

change until they can live on land 

as well as in the water. 

Don't Be Fooled 
Most toads are l u m py 

a n d  b u m py. They have 

short legs. Most frogs 

a re shi ny and smooth. 

They have long legs.  

· � 



Most frogs and 

toads l i ve i n  water 

as tad poles. Some 

a d u lts ca rry their  

tad poles on their  

backs, ta ki ng 

them from pond 

to pond . 

Poison-dart frog 
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Lizards 
Lizards are reptiles. Many reptiles live 

on land and in water. Many lizards 

live near fresh water. Some search 

for insects in the plants that grow 

beside rivers and lakes. Some 

jump into the water to escape 

their enemies. 

The marine iguana is the 

only lizard that spends 

time in the ocean. 

It dives under waves 

to eat plants that 

grow on rocks by 

the seashore. 

a re home to m a ny unusual  a nd 

wonderfu l a n i ma l s .  



Central  

America Centra l  America ru ns across 

the water on its long legs.  It 

has sca ly fringes on its back 

toes that keep it from si n ki n g .  



Crocodi I i ans 
Crocodiles and alligators belong to 

a family of reptiles called crocodilions. 
Crocodilians are some of the world's 

largest and most dangerous reptiles. 

They can float easily in water 

and drift slowly towards their prey. 
This helps them save their energy 

for a surprise attack! 

1 0  

A th roat flap stops 

water from enteri ng 

the windp ipe.  

Crocod i l ians have 

nostr i l s  on top of thei r 

snouts. Th is  a l lows 

them to breathe wh i le 

mostly underwater. 
Windpi pe 



Crocod i les and 

a l l igators l ive i n  

warm swa m py 

cou ntries around 

the worl d .  American 

a l l igators often h u nt 

fish around waterbird 

nest ing sites . An 

a l l igator ca n leap 

from the water to 

catch a you n g  b ird .  



Turtles 

Turtles are reptiles too. Many turtles 

live both on land and in water. 

Most turtles come to the surface 

of the water to breathe air, 

but some turtles can also take 

in oxygen from the water. 

Most freshwater turtles lay 

their eggs in soil or in sand. 

They hunt on land as well 

as in the water. Turtles' 

shells help to protect 

them. Most turtles 

can pull their heads 

into their shells if 

they are in danger. 
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Tu rtles a re the 

on ly rept i les 

with a shel l .  

Neck 

that can 

pu l l  head 

i n  and out 

Upper 

shel l 

• 

Outer layer 

cal led s.cutes 

I 

The snapping 

tu rtle has a 

bright red 

ton g u e .  It uses 

its tongue to l u re 

fish to its mouth . 

1 3  



Furry Swimmers 
Many mammals live in and out of 

water. Beavers, otters and raccoons live 

in or near water. Some of these furry 

swimmers have webbed feet and 

a special coat to keep them warm. 

Some of these animals even build their 

homes in the water. Beavers fell trees 

with their huge front teeth. They use 

the trunks and branches to make 

homes called lodges in the water. 



Raccoons l ive i n  North 

America . They h u nt i n  

poo ls  a n d  strea ms for 

frogs a n d  fis h .  

Freshwater otters l ive 

a long rivers, strea ms 

a n d  la kes i n  m a ny 

parts of the worl d .  

They a re expert 

swi m mers a n d  d ivers . 
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Trick 
or Truth? 

A gift from a faraway land has all sorts of Londoners mystified! 

In 1 798 o stuffed platypus was sent from Australia to 

England. The people there hod never seen o platypus before. 

They thought it was o trick. They thought someone hod 

stitched the bill of o duck to the body of on otter! 

Was it trick or truth? 



Strange but True!  

The platypus may seem a bit 

mixed up,  but it is for rea l .  

l t  has a b i l l  l ike a d uck's and 

webbed feet for swimming.  

lt  is furry and about as big 

as a cat. lt is a mammal ,  but 

it lays eggs . Baby platypuses 

drink their mother's mi lk. 

Platypuses l ive in Austral ia .  

They dig burrows in  the banks 

of streams. The burrows are 

usually underwater. The 

platypus is perfectly suited 

to l iving in and out of water. 

The eyes and ears 

of the p latypus are 

in a special groove 

that closes when the 

animal IS underwater. 

platypus can fold back 

the webs on its front 

feet so it can use its 

claws to walk and d ig .  

1 7  



·sea Mammals 
Sea lions are sea mammals. They are 

expert swimmers. Although they spend 

much time at sea, they come back to 

shore to have their babies, called pups. 

Sea lions can move well on land. 

Hundreds of sea lions 

gather on rocky 

coasts in large 

noisy groups 

called colonies . 

They bark, grunt 

and bellow 



Most sea l ions l ive 

in the northern 

part of the world . 

. They h u nt for food 
' j such as  fish, squ i d  

i a nd octopus i n  I seaw�ed for� 

Wal ruses a re sea m a m m a ls .  They 

can p u l l  themselves up onto l a nd 

with their long strong tusks. 
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Taki ng the Plunge 
People also spend a lot of time 

in water. They swim, fish and dive. 

They like to explore coral reefs and kelp 

forests in search of fish and other sea 

life. People may not have special ear 

or throat flaps, but they have invented 

many things to help them survive for 

long periods of time in a watery world. 

Scuba d iver 
• 

The word scuba 

i s  made u p  from 

the fi rst letter of 

five d ifferent word s :  

self-contained 

underwater breathing 

apparatus. 



How Low 
Can You Go? 
From s i mple masks 

to complex d iv ing su its, 

ta n ks a n d  u nderwater 

equ i p ment, technology 

a l lows people 

to explore 

u nderwater 

worlds to 

depths 

of 11 

ki lometres · 
below the 



Glossary 

amph i bian - a co ld-b looded a n i ma l  that 

l ives part of its l ife in water and 

pa rt on land . Frogs, toads a n d  

sa lamanders are a m p h i bi a n s .  

crocodilian - t h e  name for t h e  fa m i ly 

of large repti les that i ncl udes a l l igators 

a n d  crocod i les 

larva - th� you ng worm - l i ke form of}-
a n  a n i m a l  that m u st g row and change ____ .,. 

a lot before it looks l i ke its parents L - -

mammal - a n  a n i mal  that feeds its you n g  

on mother's m i l k. M a m m a l s  are wa rm - b l ooded 

and a re the o n ly a n i ma l s  that have h a i r. 

nymph - the newly-hatched form of some 

i nsects . A nymph m u st go th rough m ajor body 

cha nges before it looks l i ke an a d u lt.  

prey - an a n i m a l  that is  h u nted and eaten 

by another a n i m a l  

reptile - a cold-blooded a n i ma l  that 

crawls on its bel ly or creeps on short legs.  

Al l  repti les have d ry, sca ly ski n .  
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iscussion Starters 

1 Some fierce animals 

such as crocodilians and sharks 

have a bad reputation with 

people. Do you think these animals 

are cruel or are they just fighting 

for survival? 

2 Many turtles have shells with 

beautiful colours and patterns. 

In some places turtles have 

been hunted and killed for their 

shells . If you saw a turtle shell for 

sale, what would you do? 

3 Of all the animals in this book, 

which do you want to learn more 

about? Why? How will you 

learn more? 


